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Student. No. [Laughter]
The President. Some yes and some no,

right? [Laughter]
Student. Yes. Some do and some don’t,

you know, because some teachers actually
put their grades on computer, not for—[in-
audible]—but those who calculate it.

The President. So it’s important that we
don’t let the connecting of the schools and
the classrooms get ahead of training the
teachers and the students about how to use
the computers.

Student. Right.
Student. Exactly.
The President. Because otherwise they’re

useless just sitting there, right?
Student. Right.
The President. Now, is everybody in the

room a member of the tech corps?
Student. This is the corps; this is the be-

ginning of it. Hopefully, they will continue
to be a part of the Youth Tech Corps.

The President. Good for you.
Do you want to say anything, Al?
The Vice President. Well, I just want to

congratulate all of you. It’s an exciting day.
It makes you feel good to be a part of this,
doesn’t it?

Student. Yes.
The Vice President. Well, congratula-

tions, and keep up the wonderful work.
Student. Thank you.
The President. You’ve reminded us of

something very important today about what
you’re doing, too, because we sometimes get
so focused on making sure all the classrooms
in the country are hooked up that we forget
that the hookup is worthless unless the teach-
ers and the students are trained to use it——

Student. That’s right.
The President. ——and have the time

and ability to use it.
So I thank all of you for what you’re doing,

and I hope that this conversation we’re hav-
ing today will lead to some greater publicity
for your Tech Corps so that maybe every
community in the country will have one to
make sure that the students and the teachers
can use the computers and the hookups that
we’re providing.

Thank you, God bless you, and good luck.
Hang in there.

Students. Thank you.

The President. Bye-bye. Have a good day.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 10:40
a.m. from the Oval Office at the White House
to students in Los Angeles, CA, and Hartford, CT.
In his remarks, the President referred to Precious
Robinson, principal, Barrett Elementary School in
Los Angeles.

Proclamation 6992—National Organ
and Tissue Donor Awareness Week,
1997
April 19, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Giving life to another through an organ

or tissue transplant is one of the most selfless
human acts. The person choosing to become
a donor usually receives no tangible thanks
and gains no fame or glory from the gesture.
And yet the decision to sign a donor card
does give the donor a quiet, inner fulfillment
in the knowledge that he or she may one
day help save a life, bringing new joy to an-
other person and their family. Often, for
many Americans, this sense of fulfillment is
sufficient thanks.

Today, more than 50,000 Americans are
on the national transplant waiting list and
about 2,000 more people need transplants
every month. Unfortunately, even though
this country has an adequate supply of indi-
viduals who qualify as organ donors, many
people have still not chosen to become one.
Patients in truly desperate circumstances are
depending on their fellow Americans to
choose to become organ and tissue donors.

Stunning advances in transplant research
and technology have made miracles possible,
but we must do our part to make the dreams
of people awaiting transplants become re-
ality. Many Americans are unaware of the na-
tional shortage of organ donors, and all of
us must work together to spread the word.

Let us take advantage of our enormous
power to save a life or to enrich the quality
of life for those who otherwise face endless
pain, torment, or death. I urge every Amer-
ican to respond to the urgent call for organ
and tissue donors by signing a donor card
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immediately. Let us also reach out to educate
our fellow Americans about the importance
of organ and tissue donations. We must work
with our religious communities and commu-
nity organizations to spread this important
message. The Federal Government has al-
ready established partnerships with the
Union of Hebrew Congregations and the
Congress of National Black Churches in an
effort to educate congregations and clergy
across our Nation through sermons, Sunday
school programs, and community events. We
should do more.

We should recognize that our greatest am-
bassadors for organ and tissue donation are
donors, donor families and recipients. Their
personal stories have motivated and inspired
others, and we should take better advantage
of these great resources. Taken together,
these and other efforts will save the lives of
countless loved ones. And we should take the
opportunity to recognize and celebrate
Americans who donate these gifts of life.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 20 through
April 26, 1997, as National Organ and Tissue
Donor Awareness Week. I call upon health
care professionals, educators, the media,
public and private organizations concerned
with organ donation and transplantation, and
all the people of the United States to observe
this week with appropriate activities and pro-
grams that promote organ donation and in-
vite new donors to become involved.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:58 a.m., April 22, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 23.

Proclamation 6993—National
Wildlife Week, 1997
April 19, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation is blessed with a wealth of

wildlife, wild places, and natural resources
that enrich the lives of all Americans. Con-
serving our wildlife—whether antelope or
grizzly bear, salmon or serpent, or plumed
bird—is of urgent importance. Our vast sys-
tem of wildlife refuges has played a vital role
in this endeavor. Helping to ensure greater
harmony between people and nature, more
than 92 million acres of land and waters are
dedicated to wildlife conservation, encom-
passing 500 refuges, with at least one in every
State and within a short drive of most major
cities. These wonderful resources provide
opportunities for people of all ages and from
all walks of life, and from cities, suburbs, and
the rural heartland, to learn about and par-
ticipate in the effort to preserve the places
and wildlife that contribute so much to our
Nation’s heritage and natural wealth.

The appreciation and protection of wild-
life, particularly of endangered or threatened
species, is both the right and responsibility
of all Americans. Indeed, countless individ-
uals and private volunteer organizations
across the United States have already made
a significant contribution to wildlife protec-
tion. Only by engaging communities in con-
servation, by taking note of and rewarding
community service efforts, and by maintain-
ing diverse approaches to wildlife protection,
can we preserve our wildlife today and for
future generations.

We set aside this week to celebrate the
role that citizens and private volunteer orga-
nizations play in engaging in service activi-
ties, and in advancing the knowledge, appre-
ciation, and protection of wildlife and the en-
vironment. Let us also work to spread this
message to broader audiences and encourage
all individuals and groups to contribute to
this national goal. I urge all Americans, pri-
vate organizations, businesses, community
leaders, elected officials and governmental
agencies to do all they can to preserve and
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